
Salmon Restoration on the Strontian River 

 
 

 

Progress Report 2014 
 

 

 

Lochaber Fisheries Trust  

 

November 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                         
 

 

Diane Baum, Lucy Ballantyne ׀ Lochaber Fisheries Trust Ltd 

Torlundy Training Centre  ׀Torlundy ׀Fort William ׀ PH33 6SW 

 www.lochaberfish.org.uk׀ lochaberfisheriestrust@gmail.com׀ 703728 01397

mailto:׀lochaberfisheriestrust@gmail.com


Background 

The Strontian River is a small river on the west coast of Scotland.  It flows through the heart 

of the village and in 2006 the Sunart Community Company (SCC) bought the river and 

fishing rights.  Since then the river has been managed by the SCC and Strontian Angling 

Association (SAA), who lease the fishing rights. 

 

Salmon and sea trout were regularly caught on the river up until the 1990s with annual 

catches of up to 30 salmon and 60 sea trout.  The number of salmon and sea trout returning to 

the river collapsed in the late 1990s and showed little sign of recovery over the following 

decade.  No salmon have been caught on the river since 2005.  The Lochaber Fisheries Trust 

has undertaken electrofishing surveys on the river that found exceptionally low densities of 

juvenile salmon.  There was still a very small, precarious Strontian salmon population, but it 

was at high risk of extinction. 

 

Restoration of the salmon population was a high priority when the SCC and SAA took on 

management of the river.  Assessments carried out on the river showed the water quality, 

river habitat and invertebrate communities were in good health and capable of supporting 

salmon.  Other neighbouring rivers had suffered similar declines in salmon numbers, but had 

recovered to some extent. This suggested that regional marine factors had been responsible 

for the original decline, but that the Strontian had failed to recover when conditions 

improved.  Kick-starting the Strontian salmon population through artificial stocking was 

judged to be the best option for restoring the river. 

 

Progress to date 

Releases into the river 

In 2014 20,000 young salmon were released into the Stontian River as eggs and fry.  These 

are the progeny of salmon caught as parr on the Strontian River in 2010 and reared to 

adulthood in first the Strontian hatchery and then at the River Lochy Association's hatchery at 

Drimsallie.  It is the second year these fish have been stripped and in 2013 12,000 of their 

progeny were released back into the river as eggs and fry.  To avoid inbreeding in future 

generations, we did not want to breed from these fish again and they have now been 

euthanised. 

 

The local primary school was once again involved in the project this year helping us to rear 

eggs and release fry back into the river. The rest of egg boxes and fry were released by Pete 

Madden and other members of the Strontian Angling Club.  The fish were dispersed along the 

length of the river in areas previously identified as good juvenile salmon habitat.  Stocking 

densities in any one location were low as studies have shown this prevents competition 

between fry and maximises survival. 

 

Monitoring 

In 2014 we electrofished six sites on the Strontian River to monitor the success of the 

stocking carried out to date.  All six sites were in areas where fry and eggs had been released 

in 2013 and 2014.  The results are shown in the table below.  The densities of fry recorded 

were encouraging at all but one site.  Although the densities would only be considered fair on 

a national scale, they are typical for good rivers in Lochaber and considerably higher than 

those recorded from the Strontian in years before the stocking began.   



The parr densities were disappointing at most sites since we would have expected to see some 

positive impact of the 2013 fry stocking.  However, it was an exceptionally dry summer in 

Lochaber and we think this affected fish behaviour and resulted in us finding lower densities 

of parr than normal across the region's rivers.  In such drought conditions parr are thought to 

move into deeper, cooler pools where electrofishing is not as efficient. If this is the case then 

parr numbers in the river would have been underestimated by our survey and actual numbers 

could be significantly higher.  It was notable that the one site where we did find good parr 

numbers was deeper and less prone to drying out.  We will repeat the electrofishing next year 

to monitor the survival of the 2014 cohort to parr to see if this year's results are an artefact of 

the monitoring method or if they point to a problem with juvenile salmon on the river. 

 

 

 
Pete Madden stocking the upper reaches of the Strontian River 

 



Site Code Grid reference Date Salmon (fish/100m
2
) Trout (fish/100m

2
) Other species (number) 

fry parr fry parr 

Str1 183450 763700 

 

20/07/2014 15.78 1.43 0.72 0 None 

Str2 184200 764100 20/07/2014 5.46 1.37 0 0 Eel - 4 

Str3 184750 76440 

 

20/07/2014 12.78 1.97 0 0 Eel - 7 

Str5a 185470 765205 2/10/2014 

 

7.6 12.16 3.04 3.04 None 

Str10 182718 763045 2/10/2014 

 1.67 0 0.56 1.12 

Minnow - 6 

Str11 181764 762809 2/10/2014 

 11.77 0 9.42 1.18 

Minnow - 12 

Lamprey - 1 

 

 

  

 

Results of 2014 electrofishing survey and comparison with previous years for sites where historical data are available. 
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All the salmon used as broodstock in the project have been, or will be, genetically screened.  

This means that we will be able to identify fish that originated from the stocking program by 

taking genetic samples from adults caught on the river, or sampling juveniles in future years.  

We would expect to see the first salmon resulting from the project return to the river as grilse 

in 2016. 

 

Broodstock collection and rearing 

In September 2013 41 parr were taken from the Strontian River to be reared on for 

broodstock.  Unfortunately many of these fish failed to make the transition to commercial 

food and we suffered high levels of mortality over the winter.  Only 12 of the original group 

are still alive, but these fish are thriving and, if the sex ratio is even or female biased, we 

should have enough to produce offspring next year.  

 

The loss of this number of fish led us to re-examine how we had looked after the fish and 

attempt to identify what could account for the difference in success from the previous year.  

Following this review we decided it was worthwhile collecting parr in 2014, but to try to 

collect them earlier, allow a longer transition period introducing pellet food alongside 

invertebrates and using juvenile trout already feeding on pellets to 'train' the salmon.  

 

These changes appear to have been successful.  We caught 47 parr on the river on 22nd July 

2014 and 45 of these are still alive and appear to be growing in the Strontian hatchery. 

 

Future Work 

The 2013 cohort will be transferred to the Drimsallie hatchery in spring 2015.  Once it is 

possible to sex the fish based on secondary sexual characteristics we will take a decision 

about whether there will be enough fish to breed from.  If necessary we will collect mature 

male parr from the river in autumn 2015 to increase the number of male breeders. 

 

There will be a one year gap when no fry are released into the river because we were unable 

to collect sufficient parr in either 2011 or 2012.  However, we hope to have enough fish from 

the 2013 cohort to produce a good number of eggs and the current survival of the 2014 cohort 

is encouraging.  We hope to resume fry releases in 2016. 

 

The Strontian Angling Association is a very active group and the river is well-watched and 

well-fished.  If the stocking results in an increase in adult salmon returning to the river from 

2016 onwards, then we are confident this will be identified by the anglers.  Genetic samples 

will be taken from all salmon caught on the river to provide a definitive measure of the 

success of the stocking.  We will also continue to undertake electrofishing surveys to look at 

the survival of the stocked fish and, from 2017 onwards, any increase in natural spawning 

caused by stocked fish returning to breed on the river. 
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